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January 2021 
Kittitas Valley Fire Rescue 
Serving Ellensburg and the Kittitas Valley 

The Bugle Report 

2021 has arrived. . . What Next? 
By Chief Sinclair 

 

 

In my 62 trips around the sun, I have never looked forward to putting a year behind me as 

much as I wanted to see 2020, just go away.  2021 will of course bring challenges, but I can 

see light at the end of the dark tunnel.   

In December, we started vaccinating those that were willing to receive the vaccine.  Chief Elliott and the Kittitas County 

Incident Management Team (IMT) along with Kittitas Valley Healthcare have done an AWESOME job with the Tier 1-A 

vaccine rollout.  Congratulations to them for working through the cold-chain supply and the logistics of getting a two-

shot vaccine delivered safely.  This round of vaccine was the Pfizer vaccine.  Soon, we will have Moderna, AstraZeneca 

and Johnson & Johnson vaccines.   

The disease spiked up in our community over the holidays.  This was predicted.  We do expect that as we vaccinate and 

people recover from the disease, our case numbers will decline and by March, we should be in a much better position.  

However, Variant B-117 is increasing the contagiousness of the disease.  While less lethal, it is more adept at spreading 

between people.  There is also a South African Variant that has the scientists concerned.   

About the vaccine. I received my first shot and will obtain my second one this coming weekend.  The District will not tell 

you what to put in your body; that is a personal choice.  Although, I will strongly encourage you to get vaccinated for 

Covid-19.  I have been immersed in the science for months.  I trust the vaccine.  Also, while not afraid of Covid-19, I just 

don’t want to be sick from it.  Yes, the mortality rate is low, but we are learning a lot about the “long-haulers”, those 

that have extended health issues for months.  Some across the world have permanent cardiac, pulmonary, or neurologi-

cal damage.  Are there risks associated with the vaccines?  Yes, of course there are.  However, when you weigh the risks 

of the vaccine over the risks associated with the disease, to me the clear choice is getting the vaccine.  For those with 

other medical conditions, please receive advice from your primary care provider.    

With numerous vaccines and eventual higher production, we can eventually conduct mass vaccination clinics.  Obviously, 

we want the vaccine provided to as many of our community members as we can, since that is the only way to truly re-

cover from the pandemic.     

The Governor has decided to regionalize the State of Washington in his “Healthy Washington Roadmap to Recovery 

plan”.  We are lumped into the South-Central Region, which includes, Kittitas, Yakima, Benton, Franklin, Walla Walla and 

Columbia Counties’.  We had been at phase 3 within Kittitas County.  Not sure what this means for us opening and easing 

restrictions.  Because we are now grouped in with Yakima, Benton and Franklin County, which have been seeing signifi-

cant growth in the virus, we may stay locked down. 

Our Country has had a difficult year, with a global pandemic, a bitterly divisive presidential election, and social issues 

that seem to rival the turbulence of the 1960’s.  With the elections in Georgia ending, we now know who controls the 

House, Senate and the Executive Branch.  It remains to be seen what will happen with the new administration.   
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Locally, we continue to see growth of residential housing throughout the County.  The flight to safety from people who lived 

in the urban centers of Puget Sound continues.  As these new faces arrive, they bring their own expectations of service, 

without really understanding our systems.  The transformation of our community will continue and, in some ways, speed up.  

If you haven’t yet, I would urge to google “Vantage Bay” and look at that new housing development in Fire District 4.  I ex-

pect many of these will be second or third homes, not primary residences.  However, a couple of hundred homes added into 

Vantage, will certainly bring us some challenges.  It will create additional EMS responses for us and increase the threat dur-

ing wildland incidents.   

For KVFR, I think 2021 is going to be a great year.  Station 2-1 is finished, as is the maintenance shop. We can now devote 

organizational energy to other needed projects. I know Capt. Klopfer and Lt. Mohan are working on a training plan that will 

enthuse and invigorate you.  We will be dusting off the Engine Committee, and I know we have two new medic units slated 

to arrive in 2021.  Additionally, the Washington State Survey and Ratings Bureau will be here in late spring to evaluate us.  

So, we already have several things that will keep us busy, when not responding to calls.    

In December, on a nice quite Sunday, bad people from outside our area compromised the City of Ellensburg internet servers 

and locked up the City of Ellensburg files as well as ours.  When we came into work on Monday the 21st, our systems were 

largely at a standstill.  It was a ransomware attack.  The Information Technology professionals from the City of Ellensburg 

leaped into action and began to free up many of our essential files as the City Attorney and City Manager contacted their 

insurance company and brought in a professional team to manage the incident.  Many of the details of what exactly hap-

pened and how it was ultimately resolved are confidential.  However, resolution was achieved, and we now have all our files 

unlocked.  Next step is to look at the files forensically, to see if they were compromised.   

On Monday, December 21, 2020, Shannon Hill and I contacted our insurance company and we have opened a claim.  At this 

point, we don’t know of a loss to the District.  However, if we need new equipment or need to take other action we are 

working with a very professional team of experts in these matters.   

The attack was likely started by a phishing attack.  That means someone sends you an email and you click on it and it down-

loads malware.  Then, that malware virus goes into the system and opens other doors and they work to grab the root direc-

tories.  Cyber-crime costs us 6 trillion dollars a year.  The team brought in in to handle this latest issue handles 25-30 per 

week on average of just ransomware cases.  The bad guys are getting more and more sophisticated.  One example; I re-

ceived an email from the Washington State Fire Marshals saying my annual dues needed to be paid.  Had the email come 

from the Washington Fire Chiefs, I would likely have just clicked on it.  However, I am not a member of the Fire Marshal’s 

Association.  Hence, I knew it was a phishing attack.   Our world is getting more complicated, please be careful.    

We will continue to work with the City of Ellensburg staff and let you know if we find any of your information has been com-

promised.   

2021 will bring challenges.  I know working together, we can overcome any and all challenges.  I look forward to seeing each 

of you soon.  Have a great January and welcome to the New Year.    

 

John 
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DEPUTY CHIEF’S MESSAGE 

By Deputy Chief Elliott 

OPERATIONS 

 Transfers are likely to stay at higher than normal levels for about the next two months as hospitals are full and staffing 
them has been impacted by COVID. This means we may be transferring more patients to further destinations.  

 

EMS 
 COVID cases are consistently over 20 per day – we expect hospital impacts and deaths to peak late January / early Febru-

ary. Virtually all spread we are seeing is community spread – family, friends and exposure in businesses. Please continue 

to exercise reasonable precautions – our shift personnel have been impacted and we have seen reduced staffing. Also, 

the federal COVID sick leave benefit expired so any sick leave will now come from accrued benefits.  

 

 Vaccine(s): Kittitas County (KVH) received 975 doses of Pfizer vaccine, which was offered to all KVFR members. We end-

ed up somewhere between 30 and 40% who chose to get the vaccine. That allocation 

is used up and we do not know when more or any of the different vaccines will be 

available. For those who chose to be vaccinated, it is extremely important that you 

show up on time for your second dose. We delivered 1088 (we get extra vaccine 

when mixing) shots and need to coordinate the second shots very closely – we wast-

ed none and that will be our goal the second time through as well. For those that 

chose to wait for subsequent vaccines or to watch how things go but are interested, 

you will need to contact me directly if you want help accessing vaccine.  

 

 From this point on, we will be focusing on community needs and there is no specific plan to prioritize healthcare workers 

or first responders who opted out of the initial vaccine. There is also no chance that family members will be prioritized 

beyond whatever grouping they fall into independently via age, job or other risk factors. I know this may disappoint 

some of you but I am simply reading the room (decision makers) and I don’t see this happening under any circumstanc-

es. I will keep you informed as to vaccine availability to the best of my ability but you are also advised to stay in touch via 

the county public health website.  

 

 Finally, vaccination will not mean you can stop masking – this will likely stay in place until at least mid-2021. What will 

likely change is the quarantine requirements for vaccinated individuals will likely go away.  

 

Training / Prevention: 
 Captain Delvo has been working with businesses affected by COVID restrictions to try and make their business plans 

work within the confines of the fire code.  

 We have a number of probationary personnel approaching the end of their year with significant training needs on top of 

recruit academy, which will start in a hybrid on-line model through the first month.  
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TRAINING AND SAFETY NOTES: 

January 2021 

 

Welcome to year 2021. I hope everyone got to enjoy Christmas and the New 
Year’s eve as much as possible. 2021 will bring much of the same for us, we will 
continue to wear masks wash hands and check temperatures. We will continue to ask anyone who is sick or has a 
family member who is sick to stay home. We will continue to get done what we can as safe as we can.  

 

January Drills: 

 1st Drill: Fit Testing SCBA/N-95 Masks, Review I-Spy Policy Usage, Rig Checks and Group Emails Lists  

                     START TIME: 1800 @ Volunteer Stations  

 

 2nd Drill: Fit Test Make-up (Please contact Captain Klopfer to schedule a time), SCBA Emergency Procedures /
Bottle Change Out/RIT Bag Ops  

 

 

DRILL SCHEDULE: 

 

1st Drill: 

Company:   Date:  Time:   Location:   

Fairview   Jan. 4   1800-2000  St. 26 

Westside/Reecer Cr.  Jan. 5  1800-2000  St. 28 

Badger Pkt/Denmark  Jan. 11  1800-2000  St. 24 

Broadview   Jan 12   1800-2000  St. 22 

 

 

Reviewed Responses Through 

November 2020 

KVFR November YTD 

Fire 10 187 

EMS 306 2987 

False Alarm 9 183 

Good Intent 22 196 

Hazard – no fire 16 123 

Service 1 37 

Other 1 29 

TOTALS 365 3742 

NEXT COMMISSIONER MEETING  

Thursday, January 14, 20201 

1000 Hours  

400 E Mountain View 


